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= 66 The Play’s s the thing. "—Ask for Thomas's Obsere ver. 


HAY-MARKET THEATRE. 

Lorp Byron’s Werner was performed at this Theatre last evening, 
Macready and Wallack appeared as the erring parent and his guilty son. 
and drew down great applause. A due meed of public approbation was 
also awarded to G. Bennett, who performed the part of the rough, kind- 
hearted eccentric Gabor. 

Ancient Theatres, &c., No. 3.—Scena Proscenium, &c.—The an- 
cient scenery at first consisted of; mere boughs, but afterwards of tapestry, 
not painted canvas. The Greek stage consisted of three parts, the scena, 
across the Theatre, upon the line of the curtain in our Theatres, the prosce- 
nium,where the actors performed ; and the postceniwm, the part behind the 
house. To form parts of the scenes there were prisms of frame work, 
turning upon pivots, upon each face of which was stained a distinct pic- 
ture, one for Tragedy, consisting of large buildings, with columns, sta- 
tues, and other corresponding ornaments, a second face, with houses, 
windows, and balconies, for Comedy; a third applied to Farce, with 
cottages, grottoes, and rural scenes. ‘These were the scene versatiles 
of Servius. Besides these, there were scene ductiles, which drew back- 
wards and forwards, and opened a view of the house which was built 
upon the stage, and contained apartments for machinery, or retirement of 
the actors. As to the patterns of the scenes, in Comedy, the most con- 
siderable building was in the centre ; that on the right side was a little less 
elevated, and that on the left generally represented an inn. In the satirical 
pieces they had always a cave in the middle, a wretched cabin on the 
right, and on the left an old ruined temple or some landscape. In these 
representations perspective was observed, for Vitruoius remarks, that 
“the rules of it were invented and practised from the time of Aschylus, 
by a painter named Agararchus, who has even left a treatise upon it.” 
After the downfall of the Roman Empire, these decorations of the stage 
were neglected, till Peruzzi, a Siennese, who died in 1536, revived 





them. 
Hospitalia. Stage-doors.—There were three entries in front, and two 


on the sides ; the middle entry was always that of the principal actor ; 
thus, in Tragedy, it was commonly the gate of a palace. Those on the 
right and left were destined to tie second-rate actors, and the two others, 
on the sides, one to people from the country, the other to those from the 
harbour, or any public place. Stpareum was the signification of the 
tapestry curtain ; it was let down, not raised, when the performance com- 
menced, and at the beginning of new acts. The auleum was probably 
a drop scene or curtain, to draw before doors, and contract the} stage. 
€ horagium. sich inci de -room, where were kept the dresses, scenes, and 
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musical instruments, and where were sometimes disposed the choirs of 
musicians. In the Greek Theatre, it was a place behind the stage used 
also for a dressing-room. There was an inner dressing-room named Post- 


cenium. 

Euripides——Euripides composed his Tragedies very slowly. In con- 
versation one day with the poet Alcestes, he complained that he had 
only finished four verses in three days. Alcestes, who wrote with great 
rapidity, told him that he had composed a hundred in the same time with 
perfect ease ; “ But,” said Euripides, rather piqued, “there is this differ- 
ence between our compositions, your verses will live but three days, and 
mine for ever.” 


Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 


Dear Mr. Evrror.—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, but will you excuse 
me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends 
and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town :— 

Monday, stroll to Mapamr Tussaup’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square.—Just added to her unrivalled collection, 
the celebrated Coronation Robes of his late Majesty George IVth., which cost the 
enormous sum of 18,000/ (embroidered by the Messrs. Holbecks,) which tar sur- 
pass in magnificence anything ever worn by a British Monarech—A Room, &c. has 
been fitted up to correspond in splendor. Brave Napier is also to be seen here. 

Tuesday, visit Tue Diorama, Regent’s Park.—Just opened with a New 
Exhibition representing The Shrine of the Nativity at Bethlehem, taken from a 
sketch made on the spot by D. Roberts, R.A., in 1839; and The Julerior of’ the 
Cathedral of Auch, in the South of France, with various effects of light and 
shade. Both Victures are painted by M. Renoux. They are truly beautiful, and 
will well repay a visit to this fashionable lounge. Open from Ten till Five. 

Afterwards visit the KALorama, 17, Old Bond Street, to see the Pictures in 
the New Art of Ectemnography, which unites the characteristics of painting 
and sculpture, and combines the illusions of Chiaro-oscuro with Dioramie effects. 
The exhibition is enriched by a colossal Historical Painting in the highest style of 
Freneh art; a Diorama of Roslin Chapel, and select Gems by the Old Masters, 
This is a most delightful exhibition, and deserves the great patronage it receives. 

Wednesday, took Mrs. P. to theExhibition of the new Society oF Painters IN 
Water Cotours, 53, Pall Mall, to see the new and beautiful paintings now exhibit- 
ing there—found the rooms crowded with the elite of the town 

Thursday, go to the Cosmorama Rooms, 209, Regent Street, to view the new 
and beautiful views now exhibiting here ; they are of the most interesting descrip- 
tion, and deserve the patronage they receive. 

In my way fron the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, - quite delighted with the excellence of 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o'clock, When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Friday. took a peep at the T'HAmrs ‘TUNNEL, which is now open every day from 
nine o’clock in the morning until dark, (entrance on the Surrey side of the river, 
close toRotherhithe Church. The Tunnel and Shield are lighted with gas, and vi- 
sitors can now walk under the entire breadth of the River, up to the Shield, which 
is advanced as far as theCompany’s Wharf at Wapping. 

Afterwards called at Exmett’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen Maker, 
by which any one can make a superior Pen in less than one minute! also bis im- 
proved Needle Threader, to enable Ladies, whose sight is impaired to thread their 
needles with the greatest ease—a most Ingenious contrivance. 

“ All good spirits come to my Beck,” at his Dr. Johnson’s Tavern, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street,—where you meet excellent company—capital fare at fair prices—de- 
lightful singing—(commences every evening at a quarter to nine,) cigars, billiards, 
good beds, and an enticing bill of fare. 

Saturday, I examine Miss Linwoon’s curious Needle Work, Leicester Square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.— But I intrude—beg pardon— 
Your’s, &c.—PAUL PRY 






































Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


& LAST NIGHT OF THE 
GERMAN OPERA. 


This Evening, the Third Act of Meyerbeer’s Grand Opera of 


Robert the Devil. 


Robert,(Duke of Normandy)HerrTICHATSCHEK, 
Bertram, (his Friend) Herr STAUDIGL, 

A Major-domo of theKing of Sicily, Herr*RUHLING 
An Armed Knight, Herr BENESCH, 
gk Seer ree ere eee Herr HER BOLD, 
‘The Prince of Granada, Herr GLIEMANN, 
Alberti ...¢Robert’s Squire)... .Uerr EMMERICH, 
Isabella, (Princess of Sicily) MadameSCHODEL, 
Alice....(a Peasant Girl) ....Demoiselle MAYER, 


Helena, (theHeaa of theNuns) MissC.BARNETT, 
After which, the Second Act of Mozart's Opera of 


The Zauberfiote. 


Sarastro, Herr STAUDIGL, 








Tamim 2.2.62. esyrere rr Herr STEINER, 
‘The Hirophant, Herr FMMERICH, 
TheQueen of Night... ..... Madame MICHALESI, 
Pamina, (her Daughter) Madame SCHODEL, 
Papemends ono. s 2.605225. Madame SCHUMANN, 
Aectigee Herr MELLINGER, 
Monestatos ... (a Moor)..... Herr FRUHLING, 


To be followed by the ~~ Act of Conradin Kreutzer’s Opera of A 


Night inGranada 


Gomez, Herr STEINER, 


A Phemtemnats, .. . . sos 000s... Herr MELLINGER, 
Ambrosio... Herr EMM!RICH, 
CD 0-«550K80 APR (err FROITZHEIM, 


Gabvietie... Satien SCHUMANN. 


To conclude with, the Second Act of Beethoven’s Opera of 


FIDE LI @O. 


Don Fernando.. Herr HERMANNS, 
eer TT ere ee Herr TICHA'TSCHEK, 
Rocco, Herr STAUDIGL, 

Leonore under the name of Fidesio, Mad. SCHODEL 
Marcelline. . Madame MICHALENSI. 








Theatre Royal, Hay-Market. 





This Eve ning, the Play of 


The Stranger. 


The Stranger, Mr CHARLES KEAN, 
Baron Steinfort ........ eooeee Mr J.WEBSTER, 
Count Wintersen, Mr HOWF, 

Mr Solomon ....ee.cee.--. Mr STRICKLAND, 
Peter, Mr DAVID REES, 

Francis, Mr F.Vi{NING, Tobias, MrG. BENNETT 
George, Mri NNIS, William, Mr BISHOP, 
Mrs Haller, Miss ELLEN TREE, 
CountessWintersen........-..6+.e-Mrs STIRLING 
Charlotte, Miss CHARLES, 
Savoyards.. MissP. HORTON and MissMATTLEY. 








To be followed by, (33rd Time) s anew any wail Drama, in ThreeActs, by Mr 
Bernard, entitled 


Marie een. 


With entire NewScenery by Mr. CHARLES MARSHALL, Mr.PITT. 
and Mr. G. MORRIS. 

Bulkly, ... 10. ee eee eee oe «60M STRICKLAND, 
Lascelles, ... ... (a young man of fortune) ... ... Mr F. VINING, 
Rawdon, | bis Feieede Mr WEBSTER, 

Markland, | ” jf Mr HOWE, 
Prong, ae (an erratic—M. C.) ee Mr WRENCH, 
Major Audley. (an Invalid) Mr G. BENNE TT, 
Dupare, ... (a young Seigneur of Jersey) ... Mr J. WEBSTER, 
Bitaube, (a Smuggler) Mr Hi. WALLACK, 


Marie Ducange ... (a Jersey Girl) ... Mademoiselle CELESTE, 
Susan, (her Maid) Miss P. HORTON, 
Mrs Pipes,... (keeper of the Bathing Rooms)...Mrs F. MATTHEWS, 
Ist Girl, Miss GROVE, 2nd Girl, Miss PARTRIDGE, 
Fanchette............( Major Audley’s Servant)............Mrs WOULDS. 





To conclude with, rm F aree of 


BOB SHORT. 


Bob Short, Mr J WEBSTER. Mr Tot, Mr DAVID REES, 
MrDipwick, MrSTRICKLAND, Mrs Ticknot, Mrs STANLEY, 
Betty, Mrs F. MATTHEWS, _ Esther gu, Miss P. HORTON, 








To-morrow, The Lady "7 Lyons, and Mais Ducange, 
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